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Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; 
for the end of that man is peace. 


PSALM xxxvii. 37. 


We defire to hear of thee what thou thinkeſt ; 


for as concerning this ſect, we know that every 
where it is ſpoken againſt. 


ACTS XXviil. 22. 
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PSALM 116. 5. 


Precious i in * fight of the Lord is the Death of his 


Jainks, 


II is neĩther a cuſtomary nor an agreeable office 
to me to preach funeral diſcourſes. The prac- 
tice, in this nciyhbourhood, is ſomewhat fingu- 
lar; by no means, at leaſt, fo. common as in ma- 
ny other places. And, I think, it is well that it 
is fo, conſidering the prefeni languid ſtate of pure 
and undefiled religion. Examp'es of rare virtue 
and exalted piety are not frequent'y to be met 
with. And theſe, with a few other extraordinary 
inſtances, ſeem to be the only caſts where funeral 
ſermons are fully juſtifiable, Whether the pre- 
ſent is one of thoſe caſes you will be the better 
able to judge, my brethren, when you have heard 
me to the end. I own the taſk is undertaken by 
me with pleaſure, and more eſpecially as it was 
our dear deceaſed friend's particular deſire. I had 
not indeed any long or familiar acquaintance with 
ber, but what 1 have ſcen prejudiced me much in 
her favcur; and the deſire of dying perſons has 
always much weight with my mind. She did not 
however chuſe the text which has been read to 
you; but as it was particularly ſweet and preci- 
ous to her during her illneſs, and as it is alſo well 
adapted to the occaſion, I thought our time this 
afternoon could not be more uſefully emploz ed 
than in contemplating its meaning, and wh. L 
it to our mutual bengtit and edijicaticn 
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But before we prcceed with the conſideration 


of the text, it may not be improper to obviate 


certain ſcruples and objections which will proba- 
bly ariſe in the minds of a conſiderable number 
of perſons in this numerous aſſembly. 

* What buſineſs, ſay they, have you, as a 
Clergy men of the Church of England, to preach 
a funeral ſermon for a Methodiſt - Preachers 
Wife?“ 

Without the leaſt diſguiſe or ambiguity I wi'l 
_ endeavour to anſwer this objection, with others of 
the {ame kind, and leave you to judge of my con- 
duct and views, as you, in your wiſdom, ſhall 
think mect. And] co this the rather, becauſe I 
would have every perſon whom it may any way 
concern, to know what are my private opinions 
concerning the different religious ſects and parties 
which prevail among us. 

And, in the firſt place, my brethren, I have 
always conſidered the people called Methodiſts as 
members of our own church, in the ſtrict and 
proper ſenſe of the words, They profeſs them- 
ſe.ves ſuch ; they are baptized as uch; they at- 
tend the public ſ.rvice of the church as ſuch; 
they believe and receive her dectrines; they par- 
take with us of the ho'y communicn; and, when 
they die they are happy to lay their bones with 
us. What further, or better proofs, can any 
man have, or defire, of their being members of 
the Church of England ? 

«© But, if the Methodiſts are Members of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, what neceſſity is there for 
them to have preachers of their own, diſtinct from 
the regular Clergy r” 
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A large number of the Eſtabliſhed. Clergy, and: 
many alſo among, our Diſſenting Brethren, arc 
now, and have been for ſeveral years, gone off 
from the doctrine of our Church and the Re- 
formation. "They retain the ceremonies and modes 
of worſhip which prevailed amongſt our anceſtors, 
but have rejected ſeveral of the moſt important 
doctrines and religious principles: and in. the 
room of them, they have ſubſtituted a lean aud 
meagre morality of their own, collected, partly 
from the books of the Old and New Teſtament, 
and partly from the celebrated. writers of antient. 
Greece and Rome. Hence the pulpit is every now 
and then at war with. the reading deik, and the 
reading deſk. with the pulpit.. Their diſcourſes, 
though oftentimes very qenſible, and written in- 
good language, are flat, dull and jejune, and.moſt. 
commonly delivered: m a manner equally inſipid 
and unaffecting. Ihe lives alſo and conduct of 
the clergy are too frequently what they ought not. 
to be; nay, ſometimes they are highly looſe and 
immoral; and inſtead of being. enſamplet to the. 


flocks av t which the Holy Ghoſt: fat made them 


ver ſeers, they are oftentimes. the jeſt and laugh- 
ing-ſtock.of their aſſociates in diſſipation and wick- 
edneſs. Hence their. preaching is of no effect. 
They do no good. Indeed they do. a deal of 
harm.. Inſtead of. turning the wicked from the 
error of their ways, they are encouraged and con- 
firmed in their. iniquity z partly by their evil ex- 
ample, and partly by the pliable nature of the. 

doctrine which they hear from the pulpit, 

This, my brethren, this is the true and origi- 
nal cauſe of the riſe and progreſs of what the 
world reproachfully calls Methodiſm. I: is no 
| A 3 _ new 
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new religion, as many perſons ignorantly ſuppoſe; 
it is only a revival of the old, and almoſt explod- 
ed doctrines of the goſpel of Chriſt and our own 
church, in a different way. And, if the clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed church had throughcut the 
kingdom done their duty, had lived and preached 
the goſpel and the doctrines of the reformation 
faithfully, Method.ſm fo called had never made 
its appearance in the world. The methodiſt 
preachers, I ccnclude therefore, have been raiſed 
up by the great head of the church, the Lord 
Jeſt's Chriſt, to revive the old, exploded, or ne- 
glected doctrines of the church of England; to 
ſupply the clergy's lack of ſervice, and to provoke 
us to jealouſy and emulation. | 

And though theſe preachers are diff. rent from 
the eſtabliſhed clergy in ſeveral reſpects, yet it 
feems they ought rather to be conſidered as coad- 
jutors and helpers, as labourers together with us 
in awakening finners, and in building up the 
faithful, than as oppoſers and enemies, or than 
as a ſeparate body of men, and a diſtinct denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians. And if we were good-na- 
tured one with another, and friendly one towards 
ano her, there is work enough for us all, and the 


happieſt effects might follow. Ihe harveſt is 


plenteous, and the labourers are few. We ought 
therefore, rather to ſtrengthen than weaken each 
others hands. We a'l aim at the ſame end, and 
expect to arrive at the ſame haven of reſt and 
peace. Let us not fall out by the way, and 
plunge one another in the dangerous. flood, but 
help each other to gain the land. If mankind are 
made wiſer and better, holier and happier; if 
Chriſt is preached and ſouls ſavec, I therein do re- 


joice, 
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Joice, yea, and will rejoice, whoever are the inſtru- 
ments. The methodiſt preachers, as far as I have 
been able to learn, do not pretend to oppoſe the 
eſtabliſhed church ; they do not, as a body of 
men, adminiſter either the Sacrament of baptiſm, 
or the Lord's Supper ; they only preach the word, 
and pray with and for the people, and endeavour 
to convince ſinners of the error of their ways, and 
to build them up in piety and holineſs, and ſo to 
prepare them for everlaſting happineſs. And ia 
a very ſtrong ſenſe, I conceive, this is the duty of 
every private Chriſtian. - That animating addre s$ 
of Saint James is not confined to miniiters of the 
Goſpel alone, but is common to every member of 
the church of Chriſt: Brethren, if any of you d 
err from the truth, and one convert him; let him 
know, that he who converteth the fnner from the err. r 
of his way, ſball ſave a ſoul from death, and foa:l 
hide a mu'titude of ſins. 

It is in their warm attachment to the eſtablithed 
church, that the Methodiſts, as a body of people 
(for TI am told there are many individuals amongſt 
them who are diſſenters in principle) differ, eſſen- 
tially differ from every denomination of Diſſenters 
whatever. Every other denomination of Chriſti- 
ans exert all their power and influence to draw off 
the Members of the Church of England to their 
own communion. And, if once they are drawn 
off, they not only ceaſe to aſſemble with us for 
the worſhip of Almighty God, and to baptize 


their children in our way, and to receive the holy 


communion with us; but, their minds being ali- 


enated from us, and embittered againſt vs, they 
uſually become our moſt virulent oppoſers, not 
only in forms and ceremonies, but oftentimes alſo 

in 
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in the great leading and fundamental doctrines of 
the goſpel. 

This then, I ſay, is a very great and material 
difference between the methodiits and every deno- 
mination of diſſenters. The former are the avow- 
cd friends, and the latter the declared and deter- 
mined cnemies of the church of Chriſt, as cſta- 
blithed in theſe lands. But 

« Are not many of the methodift preachers 
men of the lowe!! ranks in lite, and: deſtitute of 
all human learning?“ | 

This objection comes with a very ill grace from 
thoſe peri ns who belicve, or pretend to believe, 
the goſpel of our common Lord. Ihe great apoſ- 
tle of the gentiles, though a man. of conlideralye 
learning and abilities. himſelf, aflures us, that in 
his time net many wife men after the flefl, not mam. 
mighty, not many noble were called; but that God 
had choſen the fooliſh things of the world to confound 
the wiſe ; and the rr Ming of the world to con- 
ound the things « which were mighty ; and baſe things 
of the weirld, and things which were dpd, yea, 
and things which were not, to bring to nought things 
that are; thai ms fleſh ſhould glory in his prefonce. 
And a greater than the apoſtle makes ir a-matter 
of praiſe and thankfulneſs, that his holy and 
riphtcous Father had ſo cogſtituted the diſpenſa- 
tion of the goſpel, that the wiſs, the great, and 
the learned almoſt univerſally rejected it. I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and eart%, that thou 
haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
haſt revealed them unto babes: cven fo, Father, fr 
fo it ſeemed good in thy fight. 

What therefore if. the methodiſt preachers are 


many of them men of the loweſt rank, and of 
the 


© 


the moſt inconſiderable attainments in human 
learning, was not this the caſe alſo in the firſt and 
pureſt ages of the goſpe!? Was not Chriſt, the 
Founder of our religion, and was not the glorious 
company of the apoſt'es, under ſimilar circum- 
ſtances, both with reſpect to rank and learning ? 
And did ever men ſpeak like theſe men? Was 
ever ſucceſs in winning ſouls equal to their ſucceſs ! 
They poſſeſſed not, it is true, thoſe qua'ifications 
which are ſo highly eſteemed among men ; but 
then they were furniſhed by heaven with endow- 
ments far ſuperior and more effic: cicus. They 

were men of good natural underſtandings, in com- 
mon with others, and fu// of faith and the Holy 
Cet. Theſe, I conceive, are the moſt eſſential 
qualifications for a preacher of the everlaſting 
goſpel, And without theſe qualifications, the 
moſt accurate knewledge of the Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew Languages, together with the moſt 
ready and familiar acquaintance with all the arts 
and ſciences, will be of little, or no avail. Be- 
ſides, to ſpeak the truth, without fear of any man, 
have we not many, very many among the eſta- 
bliſhed clergy, who are highly deficient in human 
learning? And, what is more to be lamented, in 
divine knowledge alſo ? And are not conſideral le 
numbers among our diſſenting brethren equally 
ſuperficial i» their attainments? Why ſhould we 
then ſo liberally throw out our cenſures upon the 
methodiſt preachers for their want of learning, 
ſeeing every denomination of Chriſtian teachers 
is liable, in a conſiderable degree, to the ſame 
cenſure? Jet us be candid. Let vs lay aſide fool- 
iſh and ignorant prejudice. Let us acknowledge 
what is wrong, and approve and applaud what is 
right 
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right and good among all ranks and denominati- 
ons of men. We have all ſomething worthy of 
praiſe, and ſomething deſerving of blame. Ir is 
highly probable that there is no ſeEt or party of 
Chriſtians where both eminent learning, and emt- 
nent piety are not to be found. 'The Roman Ca- 
tholics have their Fenelons and Rollins; the Diſ- 
ſenters their Wattses and their Doddridge's; the 
Methodiſts their Weſleys and their Whithelds, 
and we of the Eſtabliſhment (if the laſt-menti- 
oned names ought to be conſidered ſeparately, 
which I by no means allow) a long catalogue of 
illuſtrious worthies. 
« But, are not the Methodiſts. very wild and 
enthuſtaſtical 
] tell thee, my lukewarm or frozen-hearted 
brother, that, let it be as it may with them, it 
would be well for thee, if thou hadſt a little more 
warmth and fervour than thou art already poſ- 
ſeſſed of. I ſay, it would be happy for thee. 
Thou wouldſt be no worſe a man, and thou 
wouldſt be a much better Chriſtian. We have 
known indeed both enthufiaſtic Methodiſts, 
Churchmen, Preſbyterians, Roman Catholics, 
and Quakers; ſuch, I mean, as have been really 
wild and extravagant in their religious notions : 
but theſe follies and abſurdities, into which well- 
meaning, and even pious people have ſometimes 
fallen, are no juſt and proper objection to the life 
and power of godlineſs. There is as much dan- 
ger, nay far more, from luke-warmnefs and a 
cool indifference in the great things of God and 
religion, as there is from an over-heated zeal and 
tervour. For the holy ſcriptures never reprove 
our warmth, when properly directed, but com- 
mand 
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mand us to love God, not in a ſmall degree, not 
with a part only of our mental powers, but with 
all our heart, and mind, and ſoul, and ſtrength. And 
our Saviour aſſures us, that he is ſo far from ap- 
proving of your cool, indifferent, half-hearted, 
rational profeſſors of his goſpel, as they affect to 
call themſelves, that he will ſpue them out of his 
mouth, and caſt them off for ever! 

In ſhort, all large bodies of profeſſing Chriſtians 
have both weak, wicked, and hypocritical mem- 
bers. Hath the church of England none? Have 
we no ignorant, fooliſh, hardened, wicked, or 
hypocritical perſons among us? And all ſects, and 
parties, and numerous bodies of Chriſtians, have, 
1 would charitably hope, many pious, ſincere, and 
upright members. And thele pious, ſincere, and 
upright followers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
are to be found amongſt the various denominations 
of believers throughout the world, conſtitute the 
real, myſtical body and church of Chriſt here 
upon earth. All thoſe who hold the Head, Chriſt 
Jeſus, who believe in him, love him, fear him, 
obey his laws, and afcribe unto him the whole 
undivided glory of the ſoul's ſalvation, among the 
Churchmen, Methodiſts, Catholics and Diſſent- 
ers; all theſe, I ſay, belong to Chriſt ; they are 
the Elect, the Choſen, the Saints, the Children 
of God, the Heirs of Glory. All the reſt, namely, 
all unconverted, diſobedient, ſelf-righteous, unholy 
Churchmen, Methodiſts, Diſſenters and RomanCa- 
tholics are of the devil. They are the children 
of this world, the ſons of Belial, the chaff, the 
tares, the ſtubble, the reprobate, and have nei- 
ther part nor lot in the ſalvation that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. "They live without hope, and they _ 
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die without honour. Hear what the oracles of 
truth ſay Upon the ungodly the Lord ſball rain 
ſnares, fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tempeſt, this 
ſball be their portion to drink, The Lord Jeſus ſhall 
be revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in 
Haming fire, taking vengeance on all them that know 
not God, and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; who ſball be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 


ſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and from the 


glory of his power. Know ye not that the unrighte- 
ous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not de- 
ceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
terers, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of God, 

Theſe, and ſuch as th-ſe, are the declarations and 
diſtinctions of heaven, and by which we muſt all 
ſtand, or fall at the laſt day. Omitting therefore 
every ſmaller difference, which is comparatively, 
of little, or no importance, I would earneſtly d-fire 
and exhort all pious menof every denomination, 
and of every religious ſentiment, whe: her the 
are Churchmen, Methodiſts, Cathol cs, or Dit. 


ſenters, to agree to differ, and to meet one ano- 
ther on the broad ſcriptural baſis of Chriſtian cha- 


rity. Let al! good men unite together in one in- 
diſſoluble bond of union, to oppoſe, not one ano- 
ther, but the world, the fleſh, and the devil, and 
10 promote the common intereſts of Chriſtianity, 
and the general welfare of the human race. And 
if there be any thing of a nature not ſinfu' in the 
religious differences and peculiarities, which pre- 
vail among us, let us leave the deciſion of it to the 
judgment of the great day. In the mean time, as 
God, the wiſeſt and beſt of Beings, is no reſpefer 


of 
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of perſons, but a lover of eve y man that fearetſ 
him and worketh righteouſneſs, in whatever nation 
he is found, ſo let it be among us. Let us love 
one another. Let us bear with one another. Let 
us not ſpeak evil one of another; but rather let 
us do good one to another, always believing that 
he is the beſt man, by what name ſoever he is 


called, who is of the moſt loving, patient, meek, 


and benevolent ſpirit, and doth the largeſt ſhare 
of good and kind actions to the ſouls and bodies 
of inen. "This i3 undoubtedly the religion of the 
bible. And were we poſſeſſed of the knowledge 
of angels, the zeal of ſeraphs, and the orthodoxy 
of apoſtles, and ſtill ro continue ſtrangers to this 
practical godlinefs, this doing s- we- would; be- 
done by religion, we are nothing. We might, 
were it neceſſary, quote a large part of the word 
of God to 1 this aſſertion: —I/ho is a wiſe 
man, and endued with kniwledge among you? Let 
him ſhew out of a g22d conver ſation his works with 
meekneſs of wiſdem. But if ye have bitter envying 
and ſtr.fe in your hearts, glory not, and lie not againſt 
the truth, This wiſdom defcendeth nat from above, 
but is earth y, ſenſua!, deviliſh: jor where envying 
and ſtrife is, tiere is confuſion and every evil werk, 
But the wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full if 
mercy and go:d fruits, without partiality and with- 
out Aypocriſy.—Beloved, let us love one another ; for 
lave is of God; and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoaweth God. He that hwveth not, knows 
eth not Cad; for Ged is lovc. If we lade one an- 
ther, Cod drwelleth in us, and his love is perfettrd 


in ut. He that dwelleth in * dwelleth in God, 


and God in him, —T hugh 1 Steak with the tongues of 


men, 
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men, and of angels, and have not charity, or an un- 
bounded good will to all the ſons of men, I am 
become as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. And 
though I have all faith, fo that I could remove meun- 
tains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And 
though I beſliav all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and have not cha- 
rity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity ſuffereth long, 
and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itſelf , is not puffed up; doth not behave itſelf 
unſeemly; ſeeketh not her own; is not eaſily provok- 
ed; thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things; hopeth all 
things; endureth all things, .. 

Seriouſly would [ recommend the daily peruſal 
of theſe ſtriking portions of God's word, toge- 
ther with our Caviour's ſermon upon the mount, 
to all the narrow-minded angry bigots, and zeal». 
ous diſputants, of every denomination, through- 
out the kingdom. Important would be the con- 
ſequences, and happy the effects, not only to 
themſelves, but to ſociety at large, and to the ge- 
neral intereſts of religion in the world. Come 
then, my brethren, and | 


Diſcrectly faithful to the hallow'd bonds 
Of pure religion, let us, like herſelf, 
Be mild, compaſſionate, indulgent, wiſe ; 
. Nor fink another in the dangerous flood 
That we may gain the land. Forgiveneſs ſhines. 
The child of reaſon —rancour is the baſe 
Miſhapen progeny of ignorance. 
In this our tranſient day of pain and grief, 
Sprung from the ſame great fire, ſo let us live 
„ As owning the fraternal tie divine, 
And lighten matu ally cach other's load. 
We tread the path of life, all bent bencath 
4 Affliction's galling weight. A thouſaud toes 


«© Threaten, 
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« Threaten, with aſpect ſtern, our frail exiſtence, 

© Which, always murmuring, we would fain ſhake off, 
« Yet always cheriſh with athduous care.. | 
1 Our devious paſſions wander; no ſupport, 

1 No guide is near: now ſcorch'd with fierce deſire, 
1% And nowin frozen laſſitude congeal'd.- 

© The charms of bland ſociety, at leaſt * 

« For ſome ſhort moments, may our pains . beguile; 
«© A remedy too impotent to heal 

„ The unceaſing ſting of miſery. Wherefore then 

«© Pollute with venom the few cordial drops 

« Allotted us by heaven? 


Enough, perhaps, hath been faid to ſoften your 
ſpirits, my brethren, and to obviate the objections, 
which, I apprehend,” would, ariſe in your minds 
upon this occaſion; we will now, therefore, re- 
turn to the conſideration of the words of our 
text Precious in the fight of the Lord is the 
death of. his. ſaints... | 

And, we may here in. the firſt place, though 
very briefly, enquire what the icripture means by 
a faint, and how any of the ſons of men become 
intitled to that character. Secondly, we may con- 
ſider in what ſenſe the death of ſuch is precious tn 
the fight of the Lord. And, thirdly, we will more 
fully apply the whole to the caſe of our departed 
neighbour, ſiſter, and friend.” 

Now ſaint : isa. common erm made uſe of in 
the bible, to expreſs the character of a ſervant of 
God.. The word ſignifies holy, and ſometimes 
means one. that is ceremonially dedicated, or de- 
voted to God; and, at other times, one that is 
really like unto him in the frame and diſpoſition 
of the ſoul, by being made a partaker of the di- 
vine nature. The word. occurs no leſs than a hun- 
dred times in the - Old and New Teſtament, and 
moſt commonly too in one or other of theſe ſen- 
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les. It ſignifies, in the proper and ſaving ſenſe 
of the term, a believer in Chriſt Jeſus, a holy and 
godly, a juſtified and ſanctified perſon. one that 
is internally and externally, freely and willingly, 
devoted to the ſervice of God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. : 

But, ſince no man is ſuch by nature, it is rea- 
ſonable to enquire in what manner, and by what 
means, any of us may become intitled to this high 
and honourable diſtinction? And this is no other- 
wiſe than in a way of regeneration. Being born 
in fin, and by nature the children of wrath, we 
muſt be born again, and made the children of 
God by adoption and grace. The proceſs of this 
great work, and the ſteps to this exalted charac- 
ter are ſuch as theſe. y 

1 he firſt is laid in conviction for fin, in a deep, 
abicing ſenſe of the loſt, helpleſs, and hopeleſs 


_ © condition of every child of man, till renewing and 


regenerating grace is received and felt in the ſoul. 
We muſt fee, we muſt know, we muſt feel this. 
And when the Jord, by the powerful energy of 
bis word and ſpirit, hath taught us this painful 
and mortifving, though ſalutary leſſon, we muſt 
dy no means be contented to reſt here. For to 
t now that I am wounded, is not to be cured. To 
know that J am ſick, is not to be well. To be 
convinced and to feel that I am a finer, is not to 
de pardoned. To be ſenſible that j owe more mo- 
ney than 1 am worth and able to pay, will not dif- 
charge my debt* and ſet me at liberty. After we 
are convinced of fin, therefore, and have taſted, 
i-en, and felt our ruined and miſcrable condition, 
as finners againſt the great God, we muſt look 
about for a deliverer, for one that is both 5 
7 an 
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and willing to ſave. And upon the moſt mature 
and deliberate conſideration, who is there in hea- 
ven, or on carth, that is equal to the arduous 
taſk, but Jeſus? He rs the way, ihe truth, and the 
life ; and us man cometh untathe Father, but by him, 
— There is none other name under heaven given among. 
men whereby we may er can be ſaved.—His bind 
alone cleanſeth from all fin; and by him all that believe 
are juſtified from all things from which they, could net 
be juſtified by the law of 15ſt, or. by any: other 
law. The convinced and bruken-hearted foul. 
ſecs this; ſhe flies unto him, being encouraged ſo. 
to do by hs own gracious commands and declara- 
tions. — Come unto me, all y, that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will giue you reſt. Tate my ole 
up you,, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart, and ye ſhall. find reſt unto your faul. Him 
that cometh to me [will in na wiſe caft 2ut.—Seck ye 
the Laird, while he may be found ;, call ye upon him 
while he is near ; let the wicked forſske his way, 
and the unzighterus man his thoughts, ard let him 
turn-unto the Lord and he will have mercy upen him, . 
and to our God, for he. will abundantly pardæn. The 
force. of ſuch gracious invitations as theſe being no 
longer able to reſiſt, ſhe yields.herſelf a willing 
captive, and finds the knowledge of ſalvation by the 
remiſſion of her. fins, Being juſtified by faith, ſbe 
hath peace with God trough our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and the love of Gid 1s. fhed:abroad in the heart, and 
fills it with peace and aſſurance for ever. 

Thus, my brethren, the man that before was a 
ſinner, unpardoned and unholy, in a ſtate of na- 
ture, ruin. and. condemnation, paſſes from ſpi- 
ritual death and bondage into a [tate of grace, ſpi- 


ritual life and liberty, and becemes, from being a 
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child of wrath and an heir of miſery, a faint, a 
choſen veſſel, © a member of, Chriſt, a child of 
„God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of hea- 
ven.“ His heart is filled with love to God, to 
his people, to his ways, and to his word. He 
does juſtly, he loves mercy, and walks humbly with 
his reconciled God and Father in Chriſt Jeſus : 
and giving all diligence to make his calling and elec- 
tion ſure, he adds to his faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to tem- 
perance patience, and to fatience godlineſs, and to 
godVineſs brother!y kindntſs, and to brotherly kindneſs 
charity: and, being careful for nothing, but in 
every thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſ- 
giving letting hit requeſts be made known unto Ged ; 
the peace of God, which paſſeth all underſlanding, 
keeps his heart and mind, through Feſus Chriſt. He 
rejoices evermore, he prays without ceaſing, and in 
every thing he gives thanks, knowing that this is the 
will of Gd in Chriſt Jeſus concerning all his chil- 
dren. In ſhort; he lives happily, dies comfort- 
ably, and ſhall reign glorioufly, Trials he may, 
—trials he ſhall and muſt have ; but his robes be- 
ing waſhed and made white in the blood of the Lamb, 
he ſhall riſe ſuperior to all his tribulations : yea, he 


| ſhall ſtand before the throne of God, and ſerve him day 


and night in his temple, and he that ſitteth en the 
throne ſhall dweil with him: He ſhall hunger no 
more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſball the ſun 
Irght on him, ner any heat. For the Lamb which is 
in the midſt of the throne ſball feed him; and ſhall 


lead him unto living fountains of waters; and God 


Hall wipe anvoy all teers from his eyes. 


And now, my brethren, have you underſtood 
theſe things? If you have, don't you conceive it 
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_ ajvery deſireable thing to be a ſaint? I believe 
much the greater part of us think ſo: and I am 
ſure we ſhall all be of the ſame mind when we 
come to die. For let us live as we may, and diſbe- * 
lieve, or pretend to diſbelieve, whatever we pleaſe, 
in the days of health and proſperity, we are ſure 
to become converts to piety and religion when 
ſickneſs and diſſolution approach us. We may 
live fools, but fools we cannot die.“ 

2. As the character of a ſaint is a high and ex- 
alted character, ſo the death of a ſaint is a preci- 
ous and deſirable death. Even Balaam could ſay, 
that wicked and jeſuitical prophet could ſay, Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end 
be like his. Though he wiſhed to enjoy the wages 
of unrighteouſneſs. while he lived, he could not 
help being deſirous of the rewards of virtue and 
goodneſs when he was dead. And have we no 
Balaams, think you, my. brethren, in our days? 
O! let us be mindful of his unhappy end, and turn 
our feet from the ways of the deſtroyer, The 
love of money, and the love of honour, ſunk his 
ſoul, into everlaſting perdition! 

But how, or in what ſenſe is the death of a 
ſaint precious in the: ſight of the Lord? In a variety 
of reſpefts. He loves his ſaints. They are the 
perſons for whom the world was originally created. 
They are the perſons for whom the preſent frame 
of nature is upheld, and in behalf of whom all the 
diſpenſations of Providence are carrying on. They 
are the perſons for whom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
more immediately ſhed. his blood. They are the 
perſons for whom he ever liveth ta make interceſſion 


at his Father's right hand in heaven. And Le 
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and they alone are the perſons who ſhialt live and 
reign in bliſs and glory everlaſting. | 
And though, God permits them to be tried in 
the furnace of affliction and adverſity in common 
with other men, this is only ta make them fit for 
_ himſelf, and capable of a more high and exalted 
degree of life and felicity, And even ur death, 
though in ihe fight of the unwiſe he ſeems to for- 
ſake them, and to make no diſtinction between his 
children and the children: of the wicked one; yet 
to a diſcerning eye, and on-the principles both of 
natural and revealed religion; there is a difference 
| no leſs than infinite. Abel, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, 
| Jacob, Moſes, the Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt ande the 
| Apoſtles, are all dead. Yea, in ſome ſenſe, they 
died the common deat of all men. They. went 
through many and fiery trials, through pain, and 
grief, and: huge affliction: but who would take 
upon him to ſay» that there was no difference be- 
tween their laſt end, and the laſt end of a Pharaoh, 
an Abſalom, and Ahithophel, of a Judas, and of. 
all the wicked and unrighteous generation? There. 
is a difference, my brethren, there is an important 
| difference. The hope of the one is full of immor- 
s: tality, while the hope of the other ſhall aſſuredly 
periſh, The one is enabled, moſt commonly, to 
ſmile at pain, and to bid defiance to death and the 
grave; while the other groans and is ſullen. and 
ſilent, in fearful expectation of the judgment to 
| come. The death of the one is precious in the 
1 ſight of the Lord; while the death of the other is 
accurſed. The one by an eye of faith, ſces Feſus 
ſtanding on the right hand of power, and angels 
waiting to receive him; the foul of the other, if 
properly ſenſible, is filled with dark and gloomy 
5 proſpects. 
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proſpeds. The one dies, and, like Lazarus, is 
carried on the wings of angels to Abraham's bo- 
ſom; the other departs and is buried, and, like 
Dives, in hell he lifts ap his eyes being in torment. 

Surely then, my brethren, there is a difference, 
a very great and material difference between the 
death of a faint and the death of a finner! A dit- 
ference, as great as between heaven and hell The 
one ſhall be everlaſtingly ſaved, and the cther cver- 
laſtingly damned! 

And now, Sirs, I have the pleaſure to inform 
you, that all this which I have ſpoken, ccncern- 
ing the character and death of a faint, is ſtricly 
applicable to that excellent woman whoſe depart- 
ure we are aſſembled to lament.---Lament, did I 
ſay ? Let me retraQt the unguarded cxpreflion--- 
— Whoſe death we now celebrate l For the man cr 
woman who dies, and dics well, ſhall never more 
be a ſubjeQ of lamentation to me. I may ſcel my 
own loſs, but rever will again repine at their ciſ- 
miſſion ſrom this vain and tranſitory ſcene of 
things, and entrance into real and pcrmancnt ſe- 
licity and glory. | | 

It we believe the holy ſcriptures to cortain the 
words of truth and foberneſs, we cannot dcubt of 
her happy diſcharge ſiem this warfare, when I tell 
you the manner of her life, -and the ſtate of her 
ſoul, more eſpecially during her laft illneſs. - 

Mrs. Rogers was bcrn-of religious parents, near 
Maidſtone in Kent; and ſhe uſed often to thank 
God for their piety, and for the Chi iſtian educa» 
tion and example, which ſhe was happy enough 
to enjoy in her youth. She had ſerious imprt ſſi- 
ons on her mind from a child, and was early led ts 
ſee into the plan of ſalvation by ſaith in the Lord 

| Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt When ſhe was about ſix, or eight 


. of age, her convictions were ſuch as made 
er frequently leave her little companions, and re- 
tire into private corners to pray, while they were 
enjoying themſelves in play and recreation. Yea, 
hers love to the word of God, and ſecret prayer 
appeared out of the common way. And, -as ſhe 
grew to years of maturity, her love to the word 
of God, and ſecret prayer. ſeemed to grow with 
her, and ſhe was frequently favoured. with graci- 
ous viſits from the Lord. But yet, from a deep 
ſenſe of her own unworthineſs,. and a. certain dit- 
fidence of ſpirit, ſhe was loug with-held from pro- 
teſſing the. knswicdge of ſalvation by the pardon and 
remiſſion of her ſins z although, at times, ſhe was ve- 
ry happy in the love and favour of God; while her 
diſpoſitions, words, and actions conſtantly declared 
the deep piety of her heart. Her acquaintance 
with Mr. Rogers commenced at Edinburgh, in 
the year 1975, and they were married in the year 
1778, at Shoreham in Kent. The year after their 
marriage they removed to Leeds, where the Lord 
fully convinced her of: the neceſſity of a further 
work of grace upon her ſoul than ſhe had ever ex- 
perienced.. Her. convictions of inbred fin were 
deeper than ſhe had ever felt before, although ſhe 
had no. doubt of her. intereſt in Chriſt. Jeſus, , and 
of her being an heir-of God, and a jrintsheir. with 
Chriſt: On the new. year's day in the evening, 
after returning: from renewing her covenant, as is 
cuſtomary among the. Methodiſts, ſhe was much 
diſtreſſed in het. ſoul; Several perſcns.came into 
the houſe and pray ed with her, and the power of 
God was preſent to bleſs many: but till ſhe felt 
as though ſhe were in chains, and wept bitterly. 

Soon 
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Soon as the company was gone, her huſband en- 
deavoured, in vain, to comfort her. They re- 
tired together for prayer, fell upon their knees, 
and wreſtled mightily with God. All her chains 
fell off in a moment, and ſhe declared in an ex- 
taſy of joy, “ that her ſoul was ſet at perſect li- 
berty.” She believed in the Lord; ſhe praiſed 
him with joyful lips and a thankful heart, and re- 
joiced in the God of her ſalvation. And although 
her evidence did not always remain equally clear 
and comfortable, yet from that time to the day of 
her death, none that knew her had the leaſt rea- 
ſon to call in queſtion the truth and ſincerity of 


her religious profeſſion. She appeared 'to grow” 


in grace daily, eſpecially in meekneſs and humi- 
lity, in reſignation and lowlineſe of mind, till the 
time her happy ſpirit returned with joy unto God 
who gave it. | 
And, before we proceed to take notice of her 
laſt ſickneſs and death, I could with to make men- 
tion of, and to recommend to all our imitation 
but eſpecially to thoſe of her own ſex, the follow- 
ing ſtriking parts of her religious conduct. 
When at any time circumſtances of a diſagree- 
able and trying nature had happened in the ſocie- 
ties to which ſhe belonged,” while others would 
have been talking over, and repeating grievances, 
.her method always was, to retire immediately for 
ſecret prayer, where ſhe uſually left her burden 
with the Lord. She was of few words; no tatler ; 
no buſy body, but a keeper at home. She care- 
fully refrained from ſpeaking evil of any one ; but 
when any had uſed her unkindly, or cauſed pain 
to her mind, ſhe bore it in ſilence, and recom» 
| mended 
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mended-thetm to God in prayer. She would never 
_ diſpute with any one. | 
was on the laſt new year's day that her dan- 
ger began firſt to be diſcovered. After the re- 
newal of the covenant, it was impreſſed deeply up- 
on her huſband's mind, that her ſickneſs would be 
unto death. Being greatly diſtreſſed on her ac- 
count, he went to her, and, after much entreaty, 
told Fer the cauſe of his uneaſineſs was owing to 
his fears for her ſafely. She replied, with her 
uſual fwzetneſs, “ Perhaps my lite may not be in 
& danger. You can remember the time when I 
«© was reduced much lower than-{ am now, and 
yet the Lord reſtored me. He bringeth down 
&© to the grave and taiſeth vp again. The Lord 
* can do great things. Nay, he hath done great 
© things. Pear not, and all ſhall be well.“ 
an. 7th. She ſtill continued to grow weaker. 
Beſides many other things which paſſed in conver- 
ſation concerning her paſt liſe, and the dealings of 
God with her ſoul, the ſaid to her huſband, What 
„ pleaſure ſhould it afford us, my dear, that we 
can look back on the five years we have lived 
ce together, and can ſay, we have been helps and 
% not hindrances to each other in the ways of 
« God? And what cauſe have you, as well as I, 
© to be happy in the reſſection, that we have ne- 
cc ver had one jarring ſtring ſince we knew each 
% other; that notwithſtanding we have had many 
ce trials from others, yet we have never been the 
<« leaſt cauſe of ſorrow to each other? And if the 
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Lord ſhould take me now, you will follow me, 
e but not yet. No, my dear, yon have more to 
« do and to ſuffer; but he who has hitherto ſup- 
ce ported, will ſtill be your helper. You will live 
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© to be more uſeful, and more happy than ever. 
4 The Lord knows you are upright before him, 
cc ſo that you have nothing to fear. He will lay 
£« underneath you his everlaſting arms, therefore 
« go on, and let nothing diſcourage you. I be- 
« lieve the Lord will proſper what you take in 
«© hand, and that he will bleſs the children, and 
«© make them his children. You may be diſcou- 
c raged to think how you ſhall do with them 
c when I am gone; but you need not. The 
Lord will raiſe you up friends where you do not 
expect, and you ſhall want for nothing; and 
« what is beſt of all, I ſhall meet you in glory.” 

In the evening ſhe deſited the children, Joſeph 
and Benjamin, might be brought to her bed fide. 
She kiſſed them both, and prayed that the bleſſing 
of Jacob's God might ever attend them; and then 
added, I believe God will bleſs you, and make 
<> 2 a bleſſing to many. I believe he will make 

« you good men, and you will one day follow 
« me to heaven. 

Jan. 14. A par: of the morning ſhe was ſcarce 
able to ſpeak at all; but her mind ſeemed quite 

compoſed, and a heavenly ſweetneſs was in her 
countenance. Her huſband and Miſs Roe pray- 
ed with her, and afterwards being ſeated by her 
on each fide of the bed, ſhe burſt ſuddenly into 
tears. On being aſked the cauſe, ſhe ſaid. O! 
'tis happineſs makes me weep. I am thinking 

« of Jeſus, and how his name charms all the hea» 
cc venly hoſt, and the thought is almoſt over- 
«© coming. O! he is a precious Saviour ! I have 
& many relations in heaven who are near and dear 
cc unto me; a father, a mother, and ſiſters, and 
c brothers, and others whom I loved tenderly 
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cc but they are all nothing when I:think of Jeſus 
de and 1 fhall ſoon ſee him and praiſe him better 
« than I can now. Angels will be bleſſed compa- 
4 nions above: but O] they are nothing: I can 
cc only think of Jeſus. My ſweet Saviour ! I do 
& love thee! Where is that hymn that ſpeaks of 
& Jeſus as the ſubject of all the angels ſongs? 
The hymn was read, though with many tears, 
* while ſhe ſeemed to rejoice with joy unſpeakable 
* and full of glory. | > 


- 
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« Burſt, ye em'rald gates! and bring 
% To my raptur'd viſion, 
All th' extatic joys that ſpring 
** Round the bright NHyſian. 
© Lo! we lift our longing eyes; 
„Break, ye intervening ſkies ! 
« Son of Righteouſneſs, ariſe, 
% Ope the gates of Paradiſe. 


IT. 


& Floods of everlaſting light 

« Freely flaſh before him; 
« Myriads with ſupreme delight 

* Inſtantly adore him! 
« Angel-trumps, reſound his fame ! 

0 Lutes of lucid gold, proclaim 
« All the muſic of his name, 
Heaven echoing the theme! 


III. 


« Four and twenty Elders riſe 
From their priacely ſtation ; 

« Shout his glonous victories, 

„ Sing the great ſalvation; 
- 4 Caſt their crowps before his throne, 
0 Cry in reverential tone, 

Glory be to God alone, 

Holy, holy, holy One 


_« Hark! 
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©: Hark ! the thrilling ſymphonies 
« Scem, metbinks, to ſeize us 
% Join we too the holy a7 os 
| « Jeſus! Jefus | Jeſus! 
_ 6--Sweeteſt ſound in ſeraph's ſong ; 
„ Sweeteſl note on mortal's tongue; 


« Sweeteſt carol ever ſung, . 
* Jeſus ] Jeſus ! flow along! 


On the ſame day Mr: JoſephRoe called to ſee her, 
and being defired to walk up Rairs into her room, 
the ſaid to him, The. Lord favours me, Mr. 
« Rac, in a ꝓeculiar manner. I have no pain; and, 
„after all my unworthineſs, he gives me ſweetly 
«© to rejoice in his love on a ſick and dying bed. 
His condeſcenſion is ſo great, that, at times, a 
“ ſenſe of it almoſt overpowers me. He is a pre · 
«© cicus Saviour, indeed he is; and thoſe that 
* cleave to him with a ſincere heart will ever find 
% him ſo. He knows 1 amy ſincere, though very 
“ undeſerving; and all I have ever feared, or 
that has harraſſed my mind, has been, leit 
e others ſhould” think me more than I am. [ 
% would- not deceive any one by profeſſing more 
© than I poſſeſs; the Lord knoweth. No; it 
* would be an awful thing to do that. I would 
be fincere. It is good to be fincers, We ſhall 
„all find it ſo when we come to a death bed. I 
“could with we might all live to God more than 
* we have ever done. What is the world, or 
any thing in it? Jeſus is all, and I ſhall praiſe 
© him for ever, I know I ſhall.” While ſhe 
ſpoke theſe words, ihe ſeemed to be in an extaſy 
of joy and praiſe, Her ſparkling eyes and out- 
ſpread arms made her to appear as if ſhe were 
"VPN nr even 
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even now about to take her flight to her immor- 
tal home. 

In the evening ſhe called upon thoſe about her 
to ſing, “ He comes, he comes, the judge ſevere.” 
And ſhe ſung the whole hymn with them ſo loud, 
that they were amazed and much affected. 

Jan. 18. Che had a violent fit of coughing, and 
nature ſeemed in agonies. Her huſband ſaid to 
ber, my dear, this is hard work. She turned 
her languid face towards him, and ſaid with a 
heavenly ſmile upon her countenance, © No, my 
& dear, it is ret. No, no, it is not hard. Jeſus 
% makes it ſweet; he ſuffered much more for 
% me. I ſhould be ungrateful if I thought it 
* hard, cr if I had a murmuring thought, I am 
« ſenſible it is the Lord's goodneſs to me, and 
© am thankful it is ſo. My mind is compoſed, 
% and I am ſure all will be well.“ 

Jan. 19th. This was an happy day to her. 
While her huſband ' ſtood by the bed fide, ſhe 
looked at him and ſaid, ** The Lord will bleſs 
„ you, my dear. He will bleſs you. What cauſe 
& have I to be thankful for the day I firſt knew 
«© you? Put for you I might have been caſt into 
& the way of a gay world; but the Lord made 
« you the inſtrument of ſnatching me from it. I 
6 hope I ſhall be one diamond more in your 
© crown, and ſhall praiſe God to all eternity for 
« you. Go on, my dear, and the Lord will be 
with you.“ 8 

Jan. 23d. George Pearſon called to enquire 
after her, and by her deſire he was 2 ſked up ſtairs, 
She gave him her band and ſaid, Well, well, 
„ George, I am glad to ſee you. I love to fee 
ce the Lord's children, and I believe you are 5 
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& You have known the ways of God a long time. 
c The Lord has done much for you. Les, he 
“ has bleſſed you, and he will blef, you ſtill. He. 
© is a good and faithful. God. I have ever 
* proved him fo, and eſpecially in this time of 
& need. He does bleſs me, and comfort me, and 
6 vill ſave me to the end. I believe you have had 
&* many tria's ſince: you firſt ſet out iu the wais 
«© of God.. You: now grow nearer. the end. of 
c your journey.. You will not forſake the Lord 
«© now, and [ am ſure. he. will not forſake you. 
« No,, no, the Lord never forſakes lis people. 
« You ſee he does not forſake me, unworthy as 
& am.“ He prayed- with her. She bade the 
Lord bleſs him, and faid ſhe found her mind 
much encouraged: All preſent were melted. into 
tears of tenderne's and love. 

Some time after this, ſhe called the maid to her 
and faid,, * Phcebe,, be ſure you be a good girl. 
« Serve the Lord; give him your heart. Reli- 
&« gion is the beſt thing, Phoebe. Nothing elſe 
c will do. Be truly religious, and then you will 
« he fit to live, and fit to die. Ol it is a bleſſed 
c thing to be devoted to God in our youth. 
C Don't forget what I ſay. I am dying. You 
© may live many years, or you may follow me 
«© ſoon: we cannot tell. The Lord knoweth. 
« O think. on theſe things, do.. And then you 
« will ſee me again in heaven.“ 

Jan. 24. Peing aſked how ſhe felt, ſhe replied, 
Very comfortable. i feel the Lord is good to 
«© me. And notwithſtanding all my unworthi- 
© neſs, I believe he will accept me. Nay, he 
does accept me. I know that Jeſus is mine, and 
J am his! I am indebted to his merit for all. I 
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ce am ſaved entirely through Chriſt alone. I leave 
c my every concern with him, and I am ſure he 
« wil keep that which I have committed to his 
& care. My huſband, my children, my friends, 
% my every care I leave with Jeſus. I fully be- 
© lieve he will preſerve them all, and we ſhall 
& meet above.” 

Jan. 26th. Being ſpent with coughing, when 
ſhe had recovered a little, ſhe ſaid, * Well, but 
© | know my reward is with the Lord, and my 
«© God will be my help. And glory be to his dear 
“ name, | feel he doth help me. My truſt is in 
«© the Lord; he is near unto me at all times.” 
And again, after a ſevere fit of ſickneſs, and a 
fleepleſs night, ſhe turned her face to Miſs Roe 
and ſaid, Well, my dear, I think the Lord 
« will not tarry long now. O! he is a ſweet 
« Saviour. We ſhall ſoon meet where we ſhall 
& rejoice together for ever: 

« How ſhall we fing and triumph there, 


Our dangers and eſcapes compare, 
Our days of fleſh and woc 


Yes, we ſhall, we ſhall.” 
She continued in a rapture of joy, as one juſt 
ready to take the wing, while Miſs Roe repeated 
the tollowing verſes from a divine poet. 


- \«« He looks from the ſkies, 
« He ſhews us the prize, 
« And gives us a ſign 


„ That we ſhall-o'ercome by the mercy divine, 
| « The Saviour of all, 
« 'For us he ſhall call, 
Shall ſhortly appear, | 
4 Our day of eternal falvation is near. 
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« For us 1s prepar d 
« The angelical guard, 
« The convoy attends, | 

« A miniſt ring hoſt of inviſible friends. 
Ready wing'd for their flight, 
« To the regions of light, 

| „The horſes are come, 
« The Chariots of Iſrael to carry us home.“ 


For ſeveral days ſhe was exceedingly weak, and 
could ſcarcely be heard to ſpeak. At times, how- 
ever, the whiſpered, © O my precious, precious 
“ Lord, thou wilt not tarry long! I ſhall ſoon 
de with thee. What a day will that be! I ſhall 
% praiſe thee for ever! O what ſweetneſs, what 
© happineſs I feel! I am quite refigned, entirely 
« ſo. All the Lord does is well done indeed! 
« am glad it is juft as it is; all is right, Come, 
Lord Jeſus! O come quickly! O come my 
dear Jeſus, do come and help me! Thou wilt 
© come ſoon. I ſhall ſoon be with thee.” 

Feb. 15th. A little before three o'clock this 
morning ſhe had a ſevere fit of coughing, and 
tried to get up the phlegm in vain. Her huſband 
ſaid to her, You have had a hard ſtrugg'e, my 
% dear; but this alſo is permitted by him who 
* loves you tenderly. Yes, you are dear to him, 
* God has ſome good end to anſwer in thus 
* lengthening out your affliction. But your 
Lord is now ſaying, It is enough! Only have 
* faith and patience a few minutes longer. This 
is patience's laſt work, and it is nearl) finiſhed, 
* ſo ſhall you be perfe# and entire, lacking nothing. 
“ You are this moment ſuffering all you ever 
* ſhall ſuffer to all eternity. You ſhall never, 
* never, never ſuffer again! Methinks I hear 
* Jeſus now ſay ing, Lo! I come quickly to wipe 
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© away all tears for ever from your eyes; It is 
© done. Thou ſhalt ſorrow no more, neither 
c ſhalt thou feel. any more pain!” | 

She replied, © Theſe are precious words. 
“ They comfort me; and I believe it is all true, 
« and [ ſhall prove it ſo. Yes, I ſhall! I ſhall 
« I ſhall!” After that ſhe lay compoſed about a 
quarter of an hour, filently breathing prayer and 
praiſe to God. Then the cough came on again, 
and a moſt ſevere ſtruggle enſued, which threw 
her into the agonies of death. She was convul- 
ſed all over in a moment. While the agony was 
at the height, it was thought ſhe was delirious. 
Juſt as it ſeized. her ſhe cried, © Pray! pray! 
« pray! O pray for me.” Her friends did ſo. 
The agony abated a little, and her reaſon return- 
ed. She inſtantly cried out with an. uncommon 
vehemency, claiping her hands, My Gcd! My 
God! My Saviour! My King!” repeating it ma- 
ny, many times. Her huſband replied, © Yes, 
* my deareſt creature, your Saviour is comin 
ce toyou He i: here. Jeſus i>now ſtanding by, 
“ and his holy angels with him. They are all 
c waiting for you. See! Seel their wings are 
&« already ſpread out to bear you away.” She 
cried out with an urcommon loud voice, I know 
&« it! I know it well! I know it well!” repeiting 
the ſame wo ds at leaſt ten times over. She was 
then ſilent a little. When her huſband could ſpeak, 
he repeated to her theſe few lines of Mr. Pope; 


% Hark ! they whiſper! angels ſay, 
6+ Siſter ſpirit come away!” 


Telling 
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Telling her cheſe her favourite verſes were now 
compleatly fulfilled in her; that ſhe was now in 
effect ſaying, 


40 Ceaſe, fond nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife, 
And let me languiſh into life.” 


He was going on to the end of the verſe; but juſt 
as he repeated 


« Heaven opens on my eyes |” 


She ſtopped him ſhort by crying out ſo loud as to 
be heard down ſtairs, and through every room in 
the houſe, © See! dee! See! What a fine man! 
„ See | See! See! What a fine man “ The 
ſcene was very affecting. In that dread moment 
ſuch a ſolemn awe fell upon all thoſe about her, 
as if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt were viſibly preſent. 

She continued with her eyes fixed, repeating 
the ſame words, See! See! See! What a fine 
© man!” for fifteen or twenty minutes without 
intermiſſion, till her ſtrength was quite exhauſted, 
Then with a lower voice ſhe cried, © Come! 
« Come l Come ! Saviour! Saviour! Come! 
« Come Tome!“ And gently leaning back, ſhe 
ſweetly ſunk into his arms. 

And now, my dear brethren, what ſay you to 
theſe things? You ſee here is a tender, delicate, 
dying woman, in the 2gth year of her age, ſpeak- 
ing the language of heaven, while in the body 
upon earth; and triumphing over, and bidding 
defiance to, all the powers of death and the invi- 
fible world. Surely there is a reality in religion. 
Or, if it be a deluſion, it is ſuch a deluſion as I 
with daily to be more and more affected * 
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What others may think of her dying ſcene and 


teſtimony I know not It appears to me a noble 
inſtance of the power of faith and the efficacy of 
religion. And, in ſpite of all the obloquy and op - 


poſition of a ſneering and ridiculing world, I can 
freely and cheartully ſay, Let me die the death of 


Mrs. Rogers, and let my. laſt. end be like hers, 
Amen and Amen! 


A FUNERAL HY MN. 


1 A H, Siſter in-Jzsvs adieu! 
Thy warfare is happily o'er : 
Thy ſpirit: hath fought its way thro), 
And-pitch'd-on the heavenly ſhore ;- 
Thy courſe upon earth is all run, 
The days of thy mourning are paſt; 
The joys that above thou haſt won 
For ever and ever ſhall laſt, 


2 What fullneſs of rapture is there, 
While Jesus his glory diſplays, 
And purples the heavenly. air, 
And ſcatters. the odours of grace? 
He looks—and his fervant in light Y 
The blefling ineffable meet; g 
He ſmiles— and they faint at the ſight, v 
And fall overwhelm'd at his feet 


3 How happy the angels that fall, 
Tranſported at Is us's name! 
The ſaints whom he ſooneſt ſhall call 
To ſhare in the feaſt of the Lamb! 
No longer impriſon'd in clay, 
Who next from his dungeon ſhall fly, 
Who firſt ſhall be ſummon'd away ? 
My merciful God=—ls it I? 


O Jasus 
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Though now divided by the ſtream, 


3 Ten thouſand to cheir endleſs home 
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40 . if this be thy will 
That ſuddenly I ſhould depart, 
Thy counſel W mercy reveal, 
And whiſper the call to my heart: 
O give me a ſignal to know _ 
If ſoon thou wouldſt have me remove, 
And leave the dull body below, 
And fly to the regions of love. 


A DESCRIPTION or HEAVEN. 


OME let us join our friends above 
That have obtain'd the prize, 
And on the eagle-wings of love 
To joy celeſtial riſe ; 
Let all the ſaints terreſtrial ſing 
With thoſe to g'ory gone : 
For all the ſervants of our King 
In earth and heaven are one. 


2 One family we dwell in him, 


One church above, beneath, 


The narrow ſtream of death : 

One army of the living God, 

To his command we bow; 

Part of his hoſt hath croſs'd the flood, 
And part is croſſing now. 


This ſolemn moment fly : 
And we are to the margin come, 
And we expect to die: 
His militant, embodied hoſt 
With wiſhful looks we ſtand. 
And long to ſee that happy coaſt, 
And reach the heavenly land. 
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4 Ourold companions in diſtreſs 

We haſte again to ſee, 

And eager long for our releaſe 
And full felicity : 

Even now by faith we join our hands 
With thoſe that went before, 

And greet the blood-beſprinkled bands 
On the eternal ſhore. RS 


s Our ſpirits too ſhall quickly join, 

Like theirs with glory crown'd, 

And ſhout to ſee our Captain's ſign, 
To hear his trumpet ſound : 

O that we now might graſp our guide 
O that the word were given 

Come, Lord of hoſts, the waves divide, 
And land us all in heaven 


